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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 321.3 

321.3 Cooperation of States for the inter-

state shipment of carcasses, parts of car-

casses, meat, and meat food products. 

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 601–695; 7 CFR 2.18, 

2.53. 

§ 321.1 Assistance to State and Terri-
torial programs. 

(a) The Administrator is authorized 
under paragraph (a) of section 301 of 
the Act, when he determines it would 
effectuate the purposes of the Act, to 
cooperate with any State (including 
Puerto Rico) or any organized Terri-
tory in developing and administering 
the meat inspection program of such 
jurisdiction with a view to assuring 
that it imposes and enforces require-
ments at least equal to those under Ti-
tles I and IV of the Act, with respect to 
establishments at which products are 
prepared for use as human food solely 
for distribution within such jurisdic-
tion, and with respect to the products 
of such establishments. Such coopera-
tion is authorized if the jurisdiction 
has enacted a law imposing mandatory 
ante-mortem and post-mortem inspec-
tion, reinspection, and sanitation re-
quirements at least equal to the Fed-
eral requirements with respect to all or 
certain classes of persons engaged in 
slaughtering livestock or otherwise 
preparing products solely for distribu-
tion within such jurisdiction. 

(b) The Administrator is also author-
ized under paragraph (a) of section 301 
of the Act to cooperate with any State 
(including Puerto Rico) or any orga-
nized Territory in developing and ad-
ministering programs under the laws of 
such jurisdiction containing authori-
ties at least equal to those in Title II 
of the Act (relating to records; reg-
istration of specified classes of opera-
tors; dead, dying, disabled, or diseased 
livestock; and products not intended 
for human food), when he determines 
that such cooperation would effectuate 
the purposes of the Act. 

(c) Such cooperation may include ad-
visory assistance, technical and labora-
tory assistance and training, and finan-
cial aid. The Federal contribution to 
any State (or Territory) may not ex-
ceed 50 percent of the estimated total 
cost of the cooperative State (or Terri-
torial) program. A cooperative pro-

gram under this section is called a 
State-Federal program. 

[35 FR 15604, Oct. 3, 1970] 

§ 321.2 Cooperation of States in Fed-
eral programs. 

Under the ‘‘Talmadge-Aiken Act’’ of 
September 28, 1962 (7 U.S.C. 450), the 
Administrator is authorized to utilize 
employees and facilities of any State 
in carrying out Federal functions 
under the Federal Meat Inspection Act. 
A cooperative program for this purpose 
is called a Federal-State program. 

[35 FR 15604, Oct. 3, 1970] 

§ 321.3 Cooperation of States for the 
interstate shipment of carcasses, 
parts of carcasses, meat, and meat 
food products. 

(a) The Administrator is authorized 
under 21 U.S.C. 683(b) to coordinate 
with States that have meat inspection 
programs as provided in § 321.1 of this 
part to select certain establishments 
operating under these programs to par-
ticipate in a cooperative program to 
ship carcasses, parts of carcasses, 
meat, and meat food products in inter-
state commerce. A cooperative pro-
gram for this purpose is called a ‘‘co-
operative interstate shipment pro-
gram.’’ 

(b) Establishments selected to par-
ticipate in a cooperative interstate 
shipment program described in this 
section must receive inspection serv-
ices from designated State personnel 
that have been trained in the enforce-
ment of the Act. If the designated per-
sonnel determine that the carcasses, 
parts of carcasses, meat, and meat food 
products prepared in establishments se-
lected to participate in the cooperative 
interstate shipment program comply 
with all requirements under the Act, 
these items will bear an official Fed-
eral mark of inspection and may be 
shipped in interstate commerce. The 
Administrator will assign an FSIS 
‘‘selected establishment coordinator,’’ 
who will be an FSIS employee, to each 
State that participates in a coopera-
tive interstate shipment program to 
provide Federal oversight of the pro-
gram and enforcement of the program’s 
requirements. The Federal contribu-
tion for inspection services provided by 
States that enter into a cooperative 
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